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Blue  Water  Young Pro fes s ional s  

P2 /  Derby Party 

Preview our first annual 

Kentucky Derby Party 

P3 /  Member Spotlight 

Find out about fellow 

members. 

P4 /  2015 Events 

Here’s your spring list 

of YP events. Be sure 

to mark your calendar 

and join us! 

P5 /  Community Opportunities 

Here’s what is happening in your 

backyard. 

2015 SPRING EDITION 

 

Website Redesign 

Keep up to date with all things 

BWYP with our new website! 

Fresh look, fresh layout, fresh 

content. It is also mobile friendly. 

Check out www.bwyp.org if you 

haven’t seen it! 

 

 

Welcome to your spring edition of YP News! 

Enjoy all of the information contained in these pages to keep you up to 

date with group information and events. 

  

” 
“ Catalysts of community enhancement 

for the Blue Water Area 



 

  

Join us for our first annual Kentucky 
Derby Party! The event will be held 
May 2 on the McMorran Place Lawn 
from 4-8 p.m. 

“We hope that everyone comes in 
their derby best to have a blast 
enjoying mint juleps on the lawn 
while playing games, listening to 
great live music and then of course 
watching the run for the roses,” said 
Jackie Hanton, BWYP vice president.  

Tickets are $75 per person. It 
includes open bar with derby 
themed cocktails, heavy hors 
d'oeuvres, live entertainment by 10 
Beach Drive and a comfortable 
southern style venue to watch and 
cheer on the horses. We will also 
have traditional lawn games like 
horseshoes, stick horse races, bag 
go and ladder golf.  

Above all, the goal is to raise funds 
for the BWYP to continue to support 
projects, events and community  

 

 

 

The YPs had our first Make an Impression event on March 11. 
Approximately 25 people gathered at the River Crab in St. Clair to 
network, have a professional headshot taken, get resume tips and a 
rundown on what LinkedIn can do for them.   

Special thanks go out to Brittany Collins (photographer) and Nicole 
Francois (HR professional) for offering their services for this event! 

YP Happenings 

Make an Impression 

A raffle will also be held for a chance 
to win prizes like a flat screen TV. 

Derby style attire is encouraged, with a 

prize for best hat. And ladies, the more 

outrageous the hat the better!  

Visit our exclusive derby hat dealer, 

Simply Marcella, in St. Clair. Ten 

percent of each hat sale will benefit 

the BWYP. 

Tickets are available for purchase 

online at www.bwyp.org/derby. 

 

 

 

endeavors. Proceeds will benefit the 
Black River Walk. 

“We've been brainstorming about the 
party for about a year,” Jackie said. 
“The idea came up at a board meeting 
last year. We knew we needed an 
annual fundraising event, but we 
wanted something different and fun.” 

And what would a Derby party be 
without betting on the horses? 

“We'll have fun ways to wager on in-
house races and access to online sites 
for wagering on the actual derby,” 
Jackie said. 

  

 

Some hats available from Simply Marcella in St. Clair. 

http://www.bwyp.org/derby


2015 YP EVENTS 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 YP Events 

April  
 
16th at 5:30 pm – Community 
Conversation at Thumbcoast  
 
May 
 
2nd at 4-8 pm – Kentucky Derby 
Party at McMorran lawn  
 
June 
 
17th at 6 pm – Slow Roll (bike ride) 
starting at the Marysville Golf 
Course to Harsens Island Brewery  
 
Check www.bwyp.org/events or 
join our Facebook group for YP 
event updates!  
 

Member Spotlight  

Jackie Hanton 

Connect with us on Facebook 

Connect with us on Twitter 

Connect with us on LinkedIn 

 Mark Your Calendar 

General Meetings  
 

April 28th – 7:30 a.m. 

May 26th – 7:30 a.m. 

July 28th – 7:30 a.m. 

New location: 

SC4 Innovation Center 
First floor of Clara E. MacKenzie Building 

 

YP Socials 

April 16th – 5:30 p.m. 

May 14th – 5:30 p.m. 

June 17th – 6 p.m. 

 

A veteran of the Blue Water Young Professionals, Jackie Hanton helped A.J. 

Armbruster form the group in 2009, and has acted as the group’s vice president 

since its nonprofit formation in 2011.  

“Personally, it’s a way to be involved in supporting our community’s economic 

and social prosperity,” said Jackie. “Plus, we have great people who all carry the 

same desire to be catalysts for community enhancement.” 

Tirelessly working for the group, Jackie has been part of pretty much every sub-

committee at one point or another. She recently chaired the Black River Walk 

committee and always enjoys being part of the Chilly Fest Bed Races.   

She is also happy to see other members stepping into leadership roles for our 

social, hockey and St. Clair sub-committees.   

“It’s my hope that our group continues to show that we are active members of 

our Blue Water area, and that we take action on ideas that will help our area 

thrive because we are proud of what our cities have to offer,” Jackie said. 

Outside of BWYP, Jackie works as Managing Director and Trust Officer for Talmer 

Bank and Trust in downtown Port Huron. She is a certified trust and financial 

adviser, and holds a bachelor’s from Michigan State University and Juris Doctor 

from Thomas M. Cooley Law School.  

Jackie has a passion for horseback riding and looks forward to having horses back 

in her yard one day. She loves traveling and has been blessed to trek the globe 

with her husband, places ranging from anywhere up north to Australia, and plans 

on visiting many more. Places with great vineyards are a plus. 

They also took the plunge into parenthood this Christmas, welcoming a baby girl 

into the family.  

“I plan to become an expert at work/family balance so that I can stay as involved 

in the BWYP and community as possible,” Jackie said. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/154078263800/


 

 

 

 

 

May 22 at 6 pm 

Art Hop, in downtown Port Huron. Merchants will be turning their storefronts into art galleries. 

Each Art Hop stop will feature one or more artists who have created unique pieces for viewing 

and purchase on this very special night. For more information, call (810) 987-8687. 

May 23-24 at 8 am 

Gus Macker, at the Blue Water YMCA in downtown Port Huron. This is the world’s largest 3-on-

3 basketball tournament. The Macker is for everyone with male and female divisions and age 

groups ranging from 10 and under to 40 and over. Registration deadline is May 4. Contact (810) 

987-6400 for more information. 

May 30 at 9:30 am 

Blue Water Sturgeon Festival, at the Great Lakes Maritime Center, 51 Water St. in Port Huron. 

This event features Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruises and displays with hands-on activities along the 

shores of the St. Clair River. Parking and admission are free. Visit www.sturgeonfestival.com for 

more information. 

June 6 at 10 am 

Be a Tourist in Your Own Town, in Port Huron. This event gives residents to discover or 

rediscover attractions in their own town, with most attractions free or discounted for the day.  

Pine Groove Electric Music Festival, at Pine Grove Park in Port Huron. Features three stages for 

electric music, live bands, comedy, spoken word and poetry. Food vendors and art exhibits will 

also be present. 

June 27 

St. Clair Art Fair, in downtown St. Clair. This event features over 120 visual and performing 

artists along one of the largest freshwater boardwalks in the world. For more information, call 

(810) 329-9576. 

Community Calendar 

 

Check out www.bwyp.org/events for more events! 

http://www.sturgeonfestival.com/
http://www.bwyp.org/events

